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Fr. Curtis Miller November 19-20, 2022 Homily for Christ the King 

 

 Today we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King.  The idea of kingship can 

feel very foreign and old-fashioned to us.  But consider how the world reacted a couple 

months ago to the death of Queen Elizabeth II.  There was a great outpouring of grief.  

Why did people love and admire this woman so much, when most had never met or even 

seen her.  One seems to be her longevity on the throne.  For so long, she was a familiar 

and constant figure among the ever-changing cast of world leaders.  Part of this was her 

lifelong commitment to her role.  While other leaders are elected and retire or are voted 

out, Elizabeth was committed to serve for life.  Personally, I admired her for volunteering 

to serve in the British Army during World War II, working in part as an auto mechanic, 

instead of staying safe and comfortable in some palace.  She stepped up and did her part 

to fight against the evils of the Nazis. 

 

 All of these elements of a monarch or king can help shape the way we think of 

Jesus’ kingship.  We didn’t elect Jesus; He is anointed as king and savior by His 

Heavenly Father.  And while we didn’t chose Him, He chose us to be His disciples.  

Likewise, Jesus didn’t just serve a term or two and then retire.  He is committed to 

serving us as king for eternity.  And while He has a right to lord His kingship over us, 

Jesus instead humbles Himself to rule as a servant.  Think of Jesus washing His disciples’ 

feet at the Last Supper.  Because He humbles Himself so much, we should want to follow 

and obey Him even more.  And the commands that He gives us are not overly 

burdensome.  In fact, they are all for our own good.  If we follow Jesus’ teachings, our 

lives in this world will be better (though not without struggle), and we can hope to follow 

Christ our King into eternal life in Heaven.  Finally, Jesus steps up to fight against evil, 

the ultimate evils of the devil, sin, and death.  By freely sacrificing His life for us on the 

cross, Jesus wins the ultimate victory over evil.  He invites us to share in His victory. 

 

At the time of Jesus, there were two major ways His fellow Israelites thought of 

kingship:  the way of Herod and the way of the Zealots.  The first was the politically 

pragmatic way of Herod:  kowtowing to the Romans in exchange for power as a puppet 

king, and holding onto that power by violent oppression.  The second was the radical 

revolutionary way practiced by the sect of Zealots.  These were Jewish extremists, 

assassins (we would call them terrorists today), seeking to drive out the Romans and 

restore a true king in the line of David.  For them, violent insurrection from below was 

the way to secure power.  (Significantly, at least one of Jesus’ disciples, Simon, was a 

Zealot). 

 

Jesus was different.  His power came from neither political calculations nor 

violent insurrection.  His power comes from His Heavenly Father, creator and ruler of the 

universe.  He is a humble and benevolent king, as we have just said.  That’s why Herod 

the Great (so called) tried to kill Jesus as an infant, and his son (confusingly also named 

Herod) was confounded by Jesus, not knowing what to make of Him when Pilate sent 
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Jesus to be judged by him.  Jesus just doesn’t fit into our worldly conceptions of power 

and authority. 

 

Today, many people still don’t know what to make of Jesus.  Perhaps that is 

because the path to power is seen in a similar way as it was in the time of Jesus: 

oppression from above or insurrection from below.  Jesus’ kingship still offers us another 

way.  All of the baptized as anointed (the meaning of the word “Christ”) to share in 

Jesus’ roles of priest, prophet, and king: in His humble service and self-sacrificial love.   

 

Every one of us experiences the reality of authority and power, whether by 

exercising it ourselves, or living under the authority of others.  We do this in our families 

and at work, in our country and even in the Church.  All this authority comes from God, 

and those who exercise it would do well to remember that it is God who has entrusted 

them with power, for a time, and to strive to imitate Jesus’ humble kingship.  If you are 

parents, be firm with your children, but also loving.  If you are the boss at work, care 

about the welfare of your employees. 

 

 In our lives, however, there are probably times that we feel powerless, oppressed 

by others or limited by health or other circumstances.  In moments when we feel weighed 

down by this lack of power, let’s remember that Jesus reigns not from a throne, but from 

the cross, the place of suffering, humiliation, and powerlessness.  Jesus shows His power 

most truly by freely undergoing the suffering of the cross.  If we are suffering or feel 

powerless, we can know that Jesus is right at our side.  That was what the man we call the 

good thief experienced as he hung on the cross beside Jesus.  In his life, he had tried to 

seize power on his own terms, whether as a thief or a revolutionary.  It had all come to 

nothing, as he hung upon his cross.  Yet through his suffering, this man saw Jesus 

suffering with him, and he recognized Jesus as a true king.  The thief asked humbly, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into Your kingdom.”  In that moment, Jesus looked 

the least like a king.  Yet the good thief put his trust in Him.  And Jesus said the beautiful 

words, that hopefully you and I will hear when we come to the end of our time on earth, 

“This day, you will be with Me in paradise.” 


